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Empower, transform and 
thrive in higher education
The EIT HEI Initiative is a joint activity of the EIT community, 
coordinated by EIT RawMaterials. 

It recognises higher education institutions (HEIs) as the pivotal 
actors in regional and European innovation ecosystems.



Institutional 
change

Partnerships Innovation Entrepreneurship Knowledge 
sharing

Transforming 
mindset and 

culture



KICs involved in the EIT HEI Initiative
Coordinated by



Achievements

02



Achievements

Trained students, academic and 
non-academic staff on innovation 

and entrepreneurship

Start-ups and scale-ups 
supported

€69 million awarded to support 
359 HEIs and 380+

non-academic organisations

90,000+ 1,700+65 projects



• OASIS is a collaborative initiative between higher education institutions 
(HEIs), research centres, a pan-EU network of institutions, and enterprises.

• Develop and share support capabilities in the area of open science
• Cohort 2 project: July 2022- June 2024
• Website: about - HEI OASIS project

OASIS

KPIs and achievements:
• Trained 1415 Participants in (non degree) education and training
• 13 start-up/scale-ups supported
• Established 4 new or improved support structures and mechanisms
• 11 new partnerships
• 4 Start ups created achieved 10 000 €

Creation of:
• Joint Technology Transfer Office: Collaboration between the Universities of Peloponnese and Patras to foster innovation and tech transfer.
• Centre for Teaching and Learning: An independent academic unit focused on enhancing faculty skills in teaching, entrepreneurship, and 

digital transformation.
• MOOC: A virtual platform for networking, and sharing educational scenarios among students, teachers, professionals, and parents.
• Skills Matchmaking: A matchmaking web based platform which offer upskilling and reskilling paths to a best fit job demand for 

users/students.

https://hei-oasis.eu/about/


General requirements 
of the call
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Call for Proposals 2024

The EIT HEI Initiative Call for Proposals 2024 offers an 
opportunity for higher education institutions and its 
partners from across the knowledge triangle across Europe 
to collaborate on innovative projects, with the goal of turning 
HEIs into hubs for innovation and entrepreneurship.

€56M total funding for up to 42 projects, with €1.34M 
available per project

Deadline: 12 December 2024, 17:00 CET



Project Duration and Funding

Phase 1
1 April 2025 – 31 December 2025

€540,000

Total maximum funding per project: €1,340,000. The call aims to fund up to 42 projects.

**Phase 2 funding is subject to the successful completion of Phase 1 activities and the EIT’s approval of the 2026-2027 Grant Agreement.

1 2 3

Phase 2a
1 January 2026 – 31 December 2026

Phase 2b
1 January 2027 – 30 April 2027

€800,000*



Key Conceptual Dimensions

Knowledge Transfer
Strengthening knowledge triangle integration

Regional Focus
Enhancing regional dimension and smart specialization

Sustainability
Ensuring long-lasting impact and institutionalization

Diversity
Expanding reach and institutional diversity



Two-Strand Approach

Strand A
 Innovation and entrepreneurship capacity 

building at HEIs.

Strand B
 Innovation and entrepreneurship capacity 

building at HEIs for the enhancement of Deep 
Tech.



Eligible Participating Organisations

1 Higher Education Institutions (HEIs)
Recognized degree-granting institutions at tertiary level,
accredited by national authorities.

2 Businesses and Industry
Private enterprises of all sizes, from small to large corporations.

3 Research Institutes

4 Public bodies at local, regional or national level

5 Intermediary organisations or associations
which represent Higher Education Institutions (HEIs)

6 Social enterprises and NGOs



Consortium Composition

Minimum Five Full Partners

At least three HEIs from different Horizon Europe eligible countries,

with one as Project Coordinator. Two HEIs must be new to the Initiative.

Industry Involvement

Minimum one business/industry full partner required in the consortium.

Geographical Scope

Broad geographical representation encouraged, especially involving

RIS and Widening countries.



Matchmaking & Networking Tool

 Conversation Starter used as matchmaking and 
networking tool

 Conversation Starter

 supports organisations to meet & match 
with the participants who best fit their 
EIT HEI Initiative project proposal 
concept

 enables participants to browse others 
and send invitations for meetings

 has a built-in video call function, thus, 
allowing the participants to call each 
other 

https://events.conversationstarter.net/
e/eit-hei-partner/



Email:hei@eitrawmaterials.eu

Website: eit-hei.eu

X: @EIT_ HEI

LinkedIn: @EIT HEI Initiative

Thank you!

https://protect-de.mimecast.com/s/4prfCoZ34Ns6qmYC1DgqB?domain=eit-hei.eu/
https://protect-de.mimecast.com/s/XpNPCpZ45OspMZouDwE6H?domain=twitter.com
https://protect-de.mimecast.com/s/YxOzCqQg4PFJ0vNfQ7Ed7?domain=linkedin.com/
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